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THE BATTLE TO STOP A WASTE INCINERATOR

 IN SOUTH BUCKS  GOES ON!

The BRAINS campaign directly resulted in over 2000 objections to the County Council’s plans being lodged by the close of the public consultation phase on April 25th . South Bucks District Council and local town and parish councils also registered objections. This was a good result, but will not in itself guarantee the County Council plans are scuppered.

The next stage is that BCC will submit their plans to the Secretary of State in September and then a planning inspector will hold an Inquiry in Public in June next year. The Inquiry is the critical stage at which we can block or amend the plans. To present the best possible case opposing the County Council, BRAINS has now retained a leading specialist planning barrister and leading firm of consulting environmental engineers.

To fund this professional advice and continue the fight against BCC’s disastrous plans we need to raise a fund of £50,000.

We are seeking donations to help us achieve this target and continue the fight to keep south Bucks a green and pleasant place to live in. If you have not already contributed, a form is attached for that purpose. 

 It will be important at the Inquiry in Public that BRAINS speaks officially for a substantial number of local people, if we do not already have your mandate please also complete that section of the form.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE’S RECYCLING RECORD

June 5th   was World Environment Day. What better occasion could there be to challenge the Bucks County Council’s lack of vision, leadership or real interest in waste reduction or recycling?

 

Bucks County Council is still projecting a big increase in waste and according to their projections, used to support their case for incineration, are planning to miss the national targets for waste reduction and recycling. Buckinghamshire’s household waste recycling rates are poor. The figures for 2006/07 published by BCC show:-

 

Wycombe district                             39.4%

South Bucks district                         33.2%

Chiltern district                                45.0%

Aylesbury Vale district                    19.9%

 

These rates are well short of the (undemanding) national target of 50% and Buckinghamshire does not face the challenges for recycling that exist in the big cities. Yet BCC plan only to reach a level of 55% recycling by 2025, a timid target which will still be lower than the national goal of 60% by that year.

 

The BCC solution to waste is a massive incineration complex in the extreme south or north of the county, belching out CO2 like a power station, with several hundred thousand tons of waste being trucked the length of the county to feed the ‘Strategic Waste Complex’.

 

Why are BCC afflicting Bucks residents with this nineteenth century industrial monstrosity?

BCC should explain why they refuse to implement best in class recycling policies backed up by local, sustainable residual waste disposal processes.

 

BCC estimate that the residual municipal, requiring treatment, will be 210,000 tons per year by 2020, they have assumed an increase in waste per head of 40% in this period. Adopting a much more aggressive recycling policy could keep this rise to 0% or even less, thus buying time before landfill fines kick in, and allowing the introduction of more sustainable waste treatment technologies other than incineration.

BRAINS TALKS TO CHANNEL 4 NEWS

Channel 4 News will shortly bring out a short report on Incineration in England. The main point of their piece will be that several Counties are now planning waste incinerations well in excess of their requirements, with the possibility of creating an overcapacity in the country.

As part of this Channel 4 report BRAINS has shared our findings on Bucks erroneous waste estimates and these will be presented along with an interview filmed near Wapseys Wood. 

The programme should go out in the next two weeks.
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Yes I want to stop the incinerator!

I enclose a cheque, made payable to BRAINS, for:- £………………..

Name (please print)………………………………………..

Address……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………..

In the event that surplus funds remain after the campaign against the County Council’s waste plans has been concluded BRAINS will make a pro rata return to donors where practicable. If this is not possible surplus funds will be donated to a local charity and this will be published.

REPRESENTATION MANDATE

I support BRAINS objectives and authorise them to represent me during the planning inquiry process.

Signature……………………………………    Date…………..

RETURN TO:

The Treasurer, BRAINS

Byways

Gregories Farm Lane

Beaconsfield
HP9 1HJ

www.useyourbrains.org.uk

